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Suffering in this life isn’t probable, it is inevitable
This is especially true for us as believers in Christ
John 16:33b: “In this world, you will have tribulation”
Philippians 1:29: “For it has been given you not only the privilege of trusting in Christ but also the privilege of suffering for Him. (NLT)
2 Timothy 3:12: “Yes, and all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will suffer persecution.”
So, how can we survive and even thrive in our Christian faith when we encounter suffering?
We will suffer simply because we’re believers and we will also suffer simply because we’re living in an imperfect world
This is where I Peter can significantly help us
Peter begins this epistle by emphasizing how, as believers, we’re selected, saved, sanctified and secure as Christians
Verses one to five substantiate this
Peter is rooting the recipients of this letter in foundational, theological biblical truths
Let’s unwrap these significant scriptural realities together
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“Blessed” has the idea of being worthy of praise
In verses three, four and five Peter outlines why God the Father is deserving of our highest praise and deepest gratitude
However, before we look at these significant reasons more specifically, the beginning of verse three warrants us pausing and making sure we have a right perspective of biblical Christology
Peter references the God as being the Father of Jesus Christ
When we think of this kind of relationship in human terms, we naturally think of a father existing before a son and a son coming, therefore, from a father
This is the kind of conclusion Joseph Smith came to when he initiated and propagated the Mormon religion
He believed the Heavenly Father through physical relations with the Heavenly Mother produced both Christ and Lucifer
This, of course, is blatant, unacceptable heresy
The Jehovah Witnesses also have an erroneous Christology, believing that God the Father is superior to Christ and only God the Father is divine in essence and nature
The fact Scriptures say Jesus is God’s only begotten Son, is in their belief system, referring to the fact Christ was a created being, brought into existence by God the Father’s supernatural power
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However, it’s vitally important to note if what the Mormons and Jehovah Witnesses attest about Christ is true, there can no possibility of eternal life
In fact, what Peter states in these verses could not be true
Christ’s divinity is inexorably tied to soteriology
Only as the perfect, righteous Son of God could He sufficiently pay the penalty for our sins upon Calvary
The truth is the Scriptures teach Christ is the divine God-man, fully God and fully man
Christ is the Son of God in that He is of the very same essence and nature as God the Father
However, when He took on human form He humbly subjected Himself throughout his earthly life to the will of God as His Father
This is challenging for us to intellectually comprehend but we must believe this by faith because this is the Word of God truly  teaches

So what has God the Father done for you and me through God the Son?
First, He has displayed His mercy in abundance, i.e. not a trickle but a huge, cascading waterfall of mercy flowing into our lives
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Mercy is not receiving what one deserves, i.e. punishment 
We deserve God’s everlasting judgment as sinners
In our sinful state we are helpless, hopeless and totally incapable of autonomously removing ourselves from His divine wrath
Yet He, in His mercy, made the choice to rescue us through His Son Jesus
There’s great security in God’s mercy in the midst of suffering
He does not extend it and then pull it back
It is not only abundant but everlasting to those who believe

Next, through Christ we are born again to a living hope
The living God through His own living sacrifice made it possible for people to have a living hope, guaranteed by His glorious, triumphant resurrection from the tomb
What is hope in New Testament terminology?
“Hope” = “an anticipated certainty”
Read the text note from “The MacArthur Study Bible,” p. 1888
Make no mistake about this: the resurrection of Jesus Christ is essential to Christianity
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Christ’s conception was miraculous, Christ’s miracles were amazing, Christ’s teaching was and is unparalleled in wisdom, Christ’s suffering up on the cross was unfathomable
As important as each one of these realities were, without Christ’s resurrection they would be eternally inconsequential
Christ’s resurrection guarantees what Peter references in verses four and five
We can endure suffering now because there’s guaranteed glory later
This is our living and never dying hope as long as we draw breath in this present life
Because Christ rose victorious from the grave with a new body, so too will we, who have trusted Him as our Savior, someday rise with a new resurrected body
What Peter wrote of here in these verses is what literally enabled thousands of Christian martyrs, without hesitation, bitterness or regret to willingly die for their belief in Christ
This was how they could suffer with such unwavering commitment in their last moments
They believed, with equivocation, in their future guaranteed, everlasting inheritance 
People put much hope in receiving their earthly inheritance
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“Investor Economics projects that roughly $1.1 trillion in personal wealth will be transferred from one generation to the next in Canada between 2018 and 2028.  The average inheritance in Canada, according to a 2014 BMO survey, is just under $100,000.” (Globe & Mail, 2019)
Our eternal, heavenly inheritance is far greater and infinitely more secure than any earthly one we may receive
“Imperishable” = “cannot decay or evaporate”
“Undefiled” = “unpolluted and free from evil in any degree”
“Unfading” = “cannot diminish in its glory, beauty, grandeur”
Read the story of Boldt castle
“At the turn-of-the-century, George C. Boldt, millionaire proprietor of the world-famous Waldorf Astoria Hotel in New York City, set out to build a full-size Rhineland castle in Alexandria Bay, on picturesque Heart Island.  The grandiose structure was to be a display of his love for his wife, Louise. Beginning in 1900, the Boldt family spent summers in the 1000 Islands at the Boldt Families Wellesley House near Mr. Boldt’s Wellesley Island Farms while 300 workers including stonemasons, carpenters, and artists fashioned the six story, 120 room castle, complete with tunnels, a powerhouse, Italian gardens, a drawbridge, alster tower (children’s playhouse) and a dove cote.  Not a single detail or expense was spared.  In January 1904, tragedy struck.  Boldt telegraphed the island and 
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commanded the workers to immediately ‘stop all construction.’ Louise had died suddenly.  A broken hearted Boldt could not imagine his dream castle without his beloved.  Boldt never returned to the island, leaving behind the structure as a monument of his love.  For 73 years, the castle and various stone structures were left to the mercy of the wind, rain, ice, snow and vandals.  When the Thousand Islands Bridge Authority acquired the property in 1977, it was decided that through the use of all net revenues from the castle operation it would be preserved for the enjoyment of future generations. Since 1977, several million dollars have been applied to rehabilitating, restoring and improving the Heart Island structures.
The great news is for us is this: our inheritance is reserved in heaven
Whatever God reserves will never be cancelled
God through His unlimited, unchallengeable power is guarding this reservation and is securing it up until the time of our departure from this life into heaven
What God chooses to protect cannot be taken away from us
The faith we have is built upon certainty
What a joy, comfort and a privilege it is to be a believer in Christ and have this unshakeable security

